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“Did you see a salamander?” “Did you see a snake?”
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how long it took them to respond, hypothesizing that people would respond more quickly when asked whether 
they had seen a snake.

Establishing your spreadsheet

Here’s how to enter these data into SPSS.
As always, we need to name our variables under Variable View, which is in the lower left corner of the 

screen. We have two variables here: People were asked (1) whether they saw a salamander and (2) whether 
they saw a snake. So perhaps name the first variable something such as Salamander and the second vari-
able something such as Snake. After naming each variable, please be sure to give it a label. Again, some-
thing such as “Salamander” and “Snake” should work just fine here as well. Be sure your measure is in 
“Scale” for each variable. Here is what your variable should look like:

Now, we simply need to enter the data into SPSS. Click on Data View, and you can enter these data from these 
six participants, each of whom provided two datapoints.

Once you have entered these 12 datapoints into SPSS, you should have 6 rows of data, one for each partici-
pant, and 2 columns of data, one for each type of question they were asked. Here is what your Data View should 
look like after entering the data from these six participants:


